Summary -During a survey of free-living nematodes in the Foce del fiume Irminio nature reserve in Sicily (Italy), a new species of the genus Prodorylaimus, P. irminii sp. n., was found, which is here described and illustrated. The new species is characterised by medium-large size (L = 1.8-2.5 mm), slender body, lip region marked by a depression, lips amalgamated, prominent labial and cephalic papillae, odontostyle 19.5-25 μm long (1.3-1.4 lip region diam.), odontophore rod-like, 30-42 μm long, female reproductive apparatus amphidelphic, with short ovaries, long oviduct, long uterus distally provided with pars dilatata, longitudinal vulva, vagina with sclerotised pieces, male genital system diorchic, spicules 37-50.5 μm long, 15-16 contiguous ventromedian supplements, tail relatively short, elongate conoid and gradually tapering in female while abruptly narrowing and distally filiform in male. Prodorylaimium taebekensis (Choi & Khan, 1999) During a survey of free-living nematodes in the Foce del fiume Irminio nature reserve in Sicily (Italy), a new species of the genus Prodorylaimus was found, which is here described and illustrated as P. irminii sp. n.
During a survey of free-living nematodes in the Foce del fiume Irminio nature reserve in Sicily (Italy), a new species of the genus Prodorylaimus was found, which is here described and illustrated as P. irminii sp. n.
Materials and methods
Soil samples were collected from the banks of the Irminio river with a soil corer. The nematodes were extracted by a Baermann funnel technique. Nematodes obtained in clear water were killed and fixed in hot 4% formalin, dehydrated to pure glycerin and mounted on slides in anhydrous glycerin. Measurements were taken and drawings were done using a drawing tube attached to a Leica DMRB microscope. Photos were made with a Leica DFC 295 camera.
Prodorylaimus irminii
** sp. n. (Figs 1, 2 ) * Corresponding author, e-mail: vincimar@unict.it ** The specific epithet refers to the name of the river Irminio, near which the species was found.
MEASUREMENTS
See Table 1 .
Female
Very slender nematodes of medium-large size. Body straight or slightly curved ventrally after fixation, tapering towards both extremities. Cuticle thin (0.5 μm posterior to lip region and 1-2 μm at mid-body), particularly in anterior region where a fine transverse striation on outer layer is visible. Lateral chords occupying ca one-third of body diam. Lateral pores not visible. One dorsal and a ventral pore posterior to lip region. Lip region ca three times as broad as high, well set off from adjoining body by a depression, lips amalgamated, with prominent labial and cephalic papillae. Amphidial apertures relatively small, forming 30-47% of corresponding body diam., fovea cuplike, opening at lip base. Odontostyle straight, 5-6 times as long as wide, 1.3-1.4 lip region diam. long, its aperture constituting 35-40% of its length. Odontophore rodlike, 1.5-1.8 times as long as odontostyle. Guiding ring appearing double but thin. Pharynx consisting of a slen-
